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the new Coercion Act. On the isth October he was safely
lodged in Kilmainham gaol.
A hundred years had passed since Grattan had won inde-
pendence for his Parliament, and its centenary was indeed
an unhappy one for the Niobe of Nations. Terror and blood-
shed under the new Crimes Act were increasing rather than
declining, although many of the Parliamentary leaders were
in gaol. Parnell had been right : on the eve of his arrest he
had prophesied in a vivid phrase that, were he imprisoned,
" Captain Moonlight " would take his place ; his strong and
ruthless hand being removed, the last vestiges of restraint
were withdrawn from the agitation. Many years later another
Liberal Government was to remember the imprisonment of
Parnell, when considering what to do with an even more
powerful leader. Henceforward the needy tenants were not
only minded not to pay any portion of their rents, but were
also determined by every means of intimidation in their
power to prevent their richer neighbours from doing so ; the
assassin's knife and pistol aided them ; witnesses and juries
were alike terrorised, and refused to do their duty. In desper-
ation the Government released Parnell from prison, and
promised a bill to relieve tenants from arrears of rent : once
more Parnell had shown his power, and his influence had
availed, it seemed, to curb the campaign of lawlessness.
The policy of coercion was now abandoned, and Cowper
and Forster had to make way for a new Executive, untainted
with that tradition of government. Gladstone sent Lord
Spencer as Viceroy, and his own nephew by marriage. Lord
Frederick Cavendish, an almost untried politician, as Chief
Secretary ; conciliation was in the air ; perfect weather co-
incided with the new political atmosphere, and cheered the
impressionable Irish people. Lord Frederick was welcomed
like a prince on that beautiful summer's day, and it seemed
that a new era of the cc Union of Hearts " was about to
begin. But history is ruthless ; and the laws of cause and
effect do not cease to operate by the sudden and Imperious
request of one man, who has set a complex train of events in
motion. Powerful as Mr. Parnell was, his policy had made
possible a nation-wide alliance between crime and politics ;